
GOVERNMENT OF T H E  DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING A D J U S T M E N T  

hnlication Po. 14656 o f  John E .  Robinson, Sr. m d  Vollie C. 
Robinson, pursuant to 11.. I?.Q/rF, 3 1 0 7 . 2 ,  f o r  v c t r i a ~ c e s  from the 
lot occupan.cy requirements o f  Sub-section 4 0 3 . 3 ,  the prohihi- 
t i m  against enlazying a noncon€orming structure w d e r  
Subsection 2002.5, and the parkinE requirements o f  Sub-sec- 
tion 2101.1 in an €?-4 District at premises 1313 - 6th 
Street, N . V . ,  (Square 4 8 0 ,  Lots 8 0 4  and 805). 

WFP_Fr:TPTG DATE: Pctober 14, I 9 8 7  
P,ECISION DATE: October 1 4 ,  1 9 8 7  (Bench Decision.) 

1. ?'he site, known as premises 1313 - 6th Street, 
N . W . ,  i s  located on the east side o f  6th Street between M 
a ~ l d  0 Streets. The site j s  located! in an R-4 Eistrict. 

2. The s i t e  i s  basically rectangular in shape with e 
frontage o f  4 5  feet along 6th Street and 8 depth of apwoxi- 
m a t e l y  8 8  feet. A ten foot wide public alley i s  located t o  
t he  rear of the site. The site is irnprovec! w i t h  a two-storv 
b r i c k  stsucture located a t  t h e  southwest comer  of the site 
anfl a one-storv striicturc located at the Y P W  of the site. 

3 .  One o f  t h e  a.pplicants now resides at the site and 
will continue t o  reside at the s i t e  after the constructfon 
o f  the proposed addition. The existinv structure houses 8 
funeral parlor which operates part-time. 

4. P u r s i i m t  to 1 1  DCMR 3 1 U . 2 ,  the epplicants are 
seeking a variance from the lot occupancy requjrements o f  
Sub-section 4 0 3 . 2 ,  t h e  prohibition against enlawing a 
nonconforming structure ixnder Sub-section 2 0 0 2 . 5  and the 
pmkipg requirements o f  Sub-section 2101.1 to construct an 
addition to an. existing funeral home a t  the site. The 
addition w i l l  be constructed on the empty lot at the 
northern portion of the site. The addition will have a Ic?t  
occupancy o c  9 4 9  square f e e t .  The 8.cl.ditiora will include I? 

small  chapel  t o  s e a t  approximately 1 0 0  p e o p l e ,  a preparation 
room, toilet facilities for men and women, and a storage and. 
mechanical  eqcigment rooms. The a d d i t i o n  shall have access  
to the  existSng funeral home. The addition is desiped to 
be harrier f r e e .  The new chapel will be accessible to the 
e l d e r l v ,  handicapped and wheel c h a i r  occupants. 

5 .  The funeral home has h e m  located at the site f o r  
t h e  past f m t v  years. The husinws provides funerals a t  



manv area Churches. The business has a volume o f  1 2  to 2 0  
funerals per vpar. 

6 .  The size o f  t he  proposed addition eoinld not be 
reduced without eliminating essential functons of  the 
operation. The size o f  the lot cannot be expanded n o r  
could t h e  lot be practicallv excavated t o  provide parking. 

7. Rv letter dated October 1 3 ,  3 9 8 7  A-dvisory Neighhor- 
hood Commission (ANC) 2C repofited that i t  voted to s u p p o r t  
the application for t he  following reasons: 

A .  Robinsor? Funeral Home h a s  dilipntlv served the 
comrnunit~~ f o r  over f o r t v  vears; 

R .  The residents in the suwounding vicinitv support 
the new construction and exnansion; 

C. Construction or, the vacant lot woiild enhance the 
ne i ghhorhood ; 

I?. The funeral home expansion will hriv-p.  ad.ditiona1 
revenue to the citv. 

The Board copcurs with the recommendation o f  the ANC. 

8. A, petition of support for the application was 
submitted to the record by neighbors of the site. The 
neiphhors stated that the new chs-pel and renovation will be 
an asset to the neighborhood. 

9 .  There was no opposition to the application at the 
public hearinp or of record. 

Rased OR the Findings of Fact and the evidence o f  
record, the Board concludes that the applicants are seeking 
variances, the ?ranting o f  which requires a shcrwinpr through 
substantial evidence that the applicant has met the require- 
ments o f  1 1  DCPT 3 1 0 7 . 2 .  Subsection 4 0 3 . 3  allows a lot 
occupancv of 4 0  percent or 1 , 5 8 4 . 4 0  square feet. The 
addition will result i n  a structure that will have a total 
lot occupancy n f  1,787 sccuare feet necessi tatinpC a vmiance 
of 197.60 square feet or 1 2 . 4 7  percent. Subsection 2 0 0 ? . 5  
prohibfts the enlarEement o f  a structure devoted to a 
nonconforrninq use unless the enlargement is to be devoted to 
a conforminp use. The addition will increase the nonconfor- 
minp u s e .  Subsection 8101.3 r e q u i r e s  that ten paykinc 
spaces be provided f o r  the operation at the site. Five  
narking spaces will he provided at the site necessitatinE a 
variance o f  fi7:re spaces or 50 percent. 
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The p o n d  concludes that the anplicants have met the 
burden o f  proof. The Board notes that the site has a lot 
area of  only 3 , 9 6 1  square Feet while a l o t  a r e a  o f  4 , 0 0 0  
square f e e t  is remiired f o r  t h e  R-4 Gsistrict. The site 
cannot be reasonablv be increased in. size n o r  excavated to 
provide space f o r  parking. 

The Board further concludes that gnwtinr the proposed 
r e l i d  w i l l  not cause substantial detriment to the pu.blic 
p o d  and will not suhstantjallv impair t h e  intent, purpose 
and intepritv of the zone plan. The Board further concludes 
that i t  has 8f fordt .d  to the AMC the "Ereat weipht" to which 
i t  i . s  entitled. A c o o r d i i g - l ~ ~ ,  i t  is herehv OIWEREP that the 
application is GRANTFT, SCTRJFCT t o  the CONnITJOM that construc- 
tion shall be in accordance with the plans marked a s  Exhibit 
No. 3 1 A  o f  the r e c o r d .  

VOTE : 4 - 0  (Mavbelle T.  Bennett, William F. VcTntosh, 
Paula L .  Jewel1 and Charles R. Norris t o  
r r ran t ;  Carrie L .  Thornhill not present, not  
770 t i n r )  

1.4 6 5 6 order /FATE 3 ? 


